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Gandhara, the current eastern Afghanistan and the Peshawar valley, is renowned for its 
remarkable contributions to Buddhist art and architecture, both within the region and 
beyond its borders. The Gandharan art served as a powerful medium of religious 
communication, effectively conveying the teachings of the Buddha to local communities and, 
over time, reaching a wider audience across Central and South Asia.  

In eastern Afghanistan, one of the most notable sites is Hadda, located approximately eight 
kilometers south of Jalalabad. Hadda is considered a major center of the Greco-Buddhist 
artistic tradition, a distinctive feature of Gandhara art that re�lects a unique synthesis of 
Hellenistic and Buddhist in�luences.  

The interest of Western scholars and political �igures in the 19th century, particularly the 
discovery of the Bimaran reliquary inside the stupa and the digging of the various stupas in 
Afghanistan by Charles Masson, signi�icantly laid the groundwork for formal archaeological 
investigations in Afghanistan. The subsequent discovery of Buddhist sites, like Hadda, the 
Bimaran Stupa, Tapa Shotor, Tapa Sardar, Mes Aynak, Tape Narinj, Shevaki Stupa, Gol Dara 
Stupa, Tope Dara Stupa, Khumzargar, and Shotorak, boasts the rich and diverse Buddhist 
heritage of Afghanistan.  

This talk offers an introductory overview of these major archaeological sites, highlighting 
Afghanistan’s historical role as a vital crossroads of cultural and religious exchange in the 
ancient world.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


