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OTTo' is being developed in the context of the DFG-funded project
"Reference Corpus Middle High German (1050—1350)".? This project
aims at creating a reference corpus of Middle High German which is
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annotated with morpho-syntactic information. The corpus will be made o -
available to the research community via the web-based corpus search tool Depository o, Sdioecoe 0-07A KLV N1 s Sagiur, Snearee, Efas AR 1]
ANNI S i 3 Number of pages Blattzani 1 Blatt mit anhangendem Siegel der Stadt Erfurt
Material Beschreistoff Pergament
The project is part of a large initiative whose goal is to bring a diachronic g_"”te”t i Judensid &
German corpus into being that allows for searches through texts from e
different regions and centuries. Number of columns :
Number of lines ol 13
OTTo is designed for editing, viewing and storing information of historical Time of origin s 1760 ] Refang T3 I RS 570
language data. It is used through a standard web browser and supports tizgﬁsge e

distributed, collaborative working of multiple parties.

Historical Manuscripts Text Editor

B0 8 OTTo (Online Transliteration Tool) 0.2 —

In the following excerpt, dating back at the beginning of the 13" century, T N e s i
a manuscript of the oldest preserved German Jewish oath is presented. T
This oath had to be taken by Jews in court. It says that Jews who do not
honestly take this oath will be punished with diseases and death.

g gggg m g g g Recht'iche Stellung 15 Text Editor
— . _ M117,15,1 De$ dich dirre $culdegit de$ bi$tur vn$chuldic. So De dlrr@ldegn def biftur vnichuldic. So
Def @ 0 dawwwnfd)umg :

M117,15,2 dir got helfe. Der got der himel vnde erdin ge$cuf. dir gothelfe. got der himel vnde erdin geicuf.

“Dessen, woflr dieser Dir Schuld gibt, bist Du

. . . M117,15,3 loub. blumen. vnde gra$. de$ da uore nine wa$. Vnde loub. blumen. vnde gral. def da uore nine wal. Vnde
UnSChU|dlg, so Dir Gott helfe, der GOtt, der Himmel und du” T vdtt‘bundvndb’crdm . ] M117,15,4 ob du unrechte $weri$. daz dich di erde uir$linde. ob du unrechte fwerif. daz dich di erde uirflinde.
Erde erschuf Lan Blumen und Gras das ZUvor nicht w M117,15,5 di datan vnde abiron uir$lant. Vnde ob du unrech(-) di datan vnde abiron uirflant. Vnde ob du unrech

’ ’ ’ 1011b bhumvndcgmf dﬂfd&uﬂwn‘lﬁfﬂv&l M117,15,6 te $veri$. daz dich di mu$el$ucht bi$te. di naaman- te fverii. daz dich di mufelfucht bifte. di naaman-
o ' I ; M117,15,7 nen liz. vnde iezi be$tunt. Vnde ob du vnrechte nen liz. vnde 1ez1 beftunt. Vnde ob du yatechte
walr. Und Wenn DU UnreCht SChWOrSt, daSS DlCh dle Erde Obdll.unmm';fWMfMleb dlzmmtfuudc : M117,15,8 $weri$. daz dich di e uirti"ge di got mgif‘py\_ gab_ {weril. daz dich di e UIITI|IQE di got ITID.
verschllnge, die Datan und Abiran verschlang. Und wenn dtddmvmﬂbmnmeObdumf@ M117,15,9 inldem berge $y\.nay\.. di got $elbe $creib. mit $inen nldem berge fynay. di got felbe fcreib."mit finen

M117,15,10 uingeren anlder $teinir tabelen. Vnde ob du unrech(-) uingeren anlder fteinir tabelen. Vnde ob du unrech
M117,15,11 te $weri$. daz dich uellin alle di $crift. di gescriben te fwerii. daz dich uellin alle di fcrift. di gescriben
Editing Window at page 15 line 12 - 12

Transcription Unicode
$int an den uunf buchen moi$y\.. Dit i$t der iuden(-) fint an den uunf buchen moify. Dit ift der luden

Du unrecht schworst, dass Dich der Aussatz befalle, der
Maeman verlie3 und Gehasi befiel. Und wenn Du
unrecht schworst, dass Dich die Gesetze vertilgen, die
Gott Moses gab auf dem Berge Sinai, die Gott selbst
schrieb mit seinen Fingern auf die steinerene Tafel. Und
wenn Du unrecht schworst, dass Dich zu Fall bringen alle

¥ o tverif. dar dich dvmuddfuchr bute, dinaaman. |
R nen iz vnde wenbeftunt, W nde ob duvarechwe
| wenf das dich die mrnlige di goomotfy gab.
mdanbwgﬂ}’m}’ dxgovt‘dhvfcmb ety |
- nder fromr rabeten W ndeob du anveb |
R e twenf. dazdich uethm atle difonfo da gefertben |
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M117,15,13 heit den di bi$cof Culonrat dirre $tat gegebin hat. heit den di b|fcofat dirre ftat gegebin hat.

Schriften, die geschrieben sind in den funf Blchern . yenmovy D ubderiuden | 17,1514
I\S/Itzzfz.e[;sb;s;]t rcilaetr :luden Eid, den Bischof Konrad dieser f;'::mm @ Udm:cfgscgcbmbxv - }
. %Ibb. @:baﬁf rmeI ber (%rf rter Jbt’ﬂ um 1200, (Jrlgmal tm@matsar@w s;nagbeburg) -. M117 b 15 ) H Texlt M117 ] Pag e 15 ) Line 11
(Gaby Herchert: Fecht und Geltung, 2003, pp. 57-55) Green window |The transcriber types characters and substitutes
This text will be used as an example to demonstrate what kinds of meta- Red window ___|Shows a live transformation of the entered line into its
iInformation are stored in the OTTo database and how it is transcribed. actual diplomatic transcription form, using the set of
transcription rules.
Challenges User-defined Transcription Rules
Early manuscripts exhibit a large amount of peculiarities. Many Transcription rules replace some characters (e.g. $) by diplomatic Unicode
characters are not easily encoded by, e.g., the ASCII encoding standard. characters (e.g. 1).
Hence, an important issue with historical corpora is the transcription and . . . .
encodi,n of special characters. e.q.- P P » Global Rules: Project-wide set of rules, which are applied to all
J P €9 transcriptions in the OTTo database.

* Special letters, e.g. “long s” (1) , - Local Rules: Text-specific rules that encode scriber-specific

» Combination of characters, e.g. ligatures ( & ), diacritics ( a a idiosyncracies

aaadaaaidaaaa), othercombinations(aaa)

¢ PunCtua“On markS Encoding Character Unicode Code FnintiUnicnde name (or MUFI name)

~ . . 1 $ [ U+017F LATIN SMALL LETTER LONG S

AbbreVIatlonS 2 V- v U+0076 U+0304 LATIN SMALL LETTER V + COMBINING MACRON
~ " . . ags 3 | x U+00E6 LATIN SMALL LETTER AE
Different sizes of initials ( A A ) 4 :_; £ U+01E3 LATIN SMALL LETTER AE WITH MACRON
) i ) ) 5 yi y U+00FF LATIN SMALL LETTER Y WITH DIAERESIS
Further attributes have to be taken into consideration: 6 wiA W U+0077 U+0302 LATIN SMALL LETTER W + COMBINING CIRCUMFLEX ACCENT
7 u'\o d U+0075 U+0366 LATIN SMALL LETTER O + COMBINING LATIN SMALL LETTER O
e Glosses B %, - U+00B7 MIDDLE DOT
o i o 9 ' ? U+F152 .MUFldescriptive name: COMBINING ABBREVIATION MARK SUPERSCRIPT ER
| ater additions (manuscripts that were modified by other people)
 Layouts (e.g. use of columns) These rules can also be used to remove abbreviations and to replace them

» Bad conditions of the manuscripts by their expanded forms.
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