
Analysis of (Advanced German) Learner 
Language by Means of the Falko Learner 
Corpus Family

Common Research Aims in Second Language Studies: 
>	 Understanding language acquisition process
>	 Detecting structural learner difficulties
>	 Developing improved teaching approaches 

Learner Corpus Methodology – Perspectives 
(Cf. Granger 2008): 
1. Contrastive Interlanguage Analysis (CIA) (comparison of

grammatical features in learner populations and native
speakers)

→	 See examples at the right below
2. Error Analysis (EA) (analysis of ungrammatical features,

specific error types etc.)
→	 See examples at the left below

Example 1 for Systematic Error Searches: 
Two Constituents in the German Prefield

Example 1 for CIA Study: Underuse of Syntactic 
Categories (Hirschmann et al. 2013) 

Example 2 for CIA study: Productivity in the Use of 
Particle Verbs (Lüdeling et al. 2017) 

Example 2 for Sytematic Error Searches: 
Ungrammatical Prepositional Object Form

The Falko Family: 
(all data accessible at 
https://korpling.german.hu-berlin.de/annis3/falko)
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↑ Fig. 1: Corpus search in Falko v.2.4. Learner text lacks an article. Search 
expression (top left) systematically finds this type error type.

↑ Tab. 2: The frequency analysis shows the most underused word classes 
for Falko learners of German with different mother tongues as opposed to 
German native speakers: adverbs are most significantly underused.

↑ Fig. 3: Corpus search in Falko v.2.4. Learner text uses erroneous 
prepositional form as verbal object and syntactic interpretation of corrected 
structure. Search expression (top left) systematically finds this type error 
type.

↑ Fig. 2: Diverging vocabulary growth curves for particle verbs between 
German learners and German native speakers shows that advanced 
Falko learners use particle verbs less productively.

Digital Transformation: 
Jointly Facing a Grand Challenge

↑ Tab. 1: Overview of publically released Falko corpora




