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Introduction

Introduction

What are change of state (CoS) verbs?

Generally:

Verbs denoting that the a�ected argument changes a property applied to it

from one (degree of a) state to a di�erent (degree of this) state

(1) a. The wind dried the clothes.

b. Maria ate the sandwich.

c. The soup cooled (down).
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Introduction

Di�erent approaches to the composition of meaning and structure of CoS verbs:

gradability / scalar analyses

(2) dry vs. wet

telicity ambiguity

(3) cool in X minutes vs. cool for X minutes

(non-)duration of changing “process”, e.g. durative vs. punctual

(4) burn vs. burst

availability of implicature

(5) Mary is not very late. ?+> Mary is late.
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Introduction

Di�erent approaches to the composition of meaning and structure of CoS verbs:

ambiguity / vagueness

(6) to be clean (for a restaurant table) vs. to be clean (for a surgical table)

morphosyntactic composition

(7) flatadj/root → fla�enverb

type of causer (viz. external vs. internal) and the entailment of a result state

(8) Peter dried the clothes. vs. The wind dried the clothes.

causative vs. anticausative/inchoative alternants

(9) Peter broke the vase. vs. The vase broke.
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Languages

Languages

CoS verbs have been commonly studied in English.

This venue gives the space for comparative and typological studies:

English

German

Benue-Kwa family

Japanese

Bulgarian

Russian

Greek

Ulwa

Tongan

Romanian

French

. . .
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Scalarity, ambiguity / vagueness

Scalarity, ambiguity / vagueness

Hay et al. 1999; Kennedy 1999; Kennedy & McNally 2005a,b;

Beavers 2008; Kennedy & Levin 2008; McNally 2011; Solt 2015, 2018; a.o.

Central idea:

Focus on the degree of a property (e.g. dryness) that an object (e.g. the clothes)

undergoing a change of state has at the end of the event (e.g. of drying)

(10) The wind dried the clothes.

Property is specified at the semantic core of the verb (e.g. dryadj).

To what extend this degree counts as manifesting this property.

Distinction of scale structures encoded at the lexical level:

e.g. open (e.g. lengthen) vs. closed (e.g. fill) scale verbs
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Scalarity, ambiguity / vagueness

Scalarity, ambiguity / vagueness

Ongoing issues:

Are measure functions specified in the lexical item

(e.g. at the semantic core / root)?

What do measure functions specify?

Source of ambiguity of degree expressions

(e.g. underspecification of dimension)

E�ects of multidimensionality on the interpretation of scale structure

of the lexical items

Type of a�ected entity and its role in the identification of a scale

TALKS: Solt; Beavers, Koontz-Garboden & Spicer; McNally; Tham; Pahonţu; Hessler, Weicker & Schulz
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Implicatures

Implicatures

Baker et al. 2009; Solt & Gotzner 2012;

Van Tiel et al. 2016; Gotzner et al. 2018a,b; a.o.

What type of inferences do these degree expressions yield

(e.g. negative strengthening)?

Constraints of degree expressions to yield implicatures

(e.g. only bounded items)

What are the mechanisms underlying di�erent inferences (e.g. scale structure)?

Impact of the underlying scalar semantics of gradable items (e.g. polarity,

boundedness, granularity) on implicature readings

TALKS: Alexandropoulou & Gotzner; Gotzner & Mazzarella

12 / 25



Change of state verbs

Decomposition / Morphology

1 Introduction

2 Languages

3 Scalarity, ambiguity / vagueness

4 Implicatures

5 Decomposition / Morphology

6 Telicity

7 Syntax-semantics interface

8 Entailments

9 Organisation

13 / 25

Change of state verbs

Decomposition / Morphology

Decomposition / Morphology

Dowty 1979; Rappaport Hovav & Levin 1998; Embick 2004; Ramchand 2008;

Beavers et al. 2017; Beavers & Koontz-Garboden 2017, 2020; a.o.

Central idea:

focus on the morphosyntactic composition of lexical items, i.e. roots, a�ixes,

particles, etc.

(11) red vs. redden vs. reddened

decomposition of lexical items into atomic units which form their meaning
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Decomposition / Morphology

Ongoing issues:

Complexity of the semantics of atomic (e.g. roots) elements

What do atomic elements denote / entail (e.g. only a state, a change of state)?

Constraints and combinatorics potential of the atomic elements

Role of operators, e.g. cause and become

What constitute a basic (stative/eventive) predicate?

Formation of complex predicates

TALKS: Beavers, Koontz-Garboden & Spicer; McNally; Bowler et al.; Brandt; Karagjosova; Maché;

Schäfer et al.; Sugioka; Sioupi; Menzel
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Telicity

Telicity

Tenny 1994; Krifka 1998; Hay et al. 1999; Kennedy & McNally 2005a; Ramchand 2008;

Beavers 2008, 2012; Kennedy & Levin 2008; Rappaport Hovav 2014; McNally 2017; a.o.

Central idea:

Telicity a�ributed to the properties of the a�ected entity

A�ected entity as incremental theme establishing a homomorphism from

entity to event

(12) paint a wall

Telicity also explained by scalar analyses

i.e. relation between bounds and telicity
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Telicity

Ongoing issues:

What mediates telicity, e.g. root, template, standard of lexical items?

role of incremental theme, e.g. quantized vs. non-quantized themes

specifications of PPs

(in)compatibility of degree modifiers

TALKS: Hessler, Weicker, & Schulz; Karagjosova; Kasher & Hacohen; Pahonţu
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Syntax-semantics interface

Syntax-semantics interface

Dowty 1979; Haspelmath 1993; Schäfer 2008; Beavers 2008; Koontz-Garboden 2009; Tham 2013;

Alexiadou et al. 2015; Martin 2020; Machicao y Priemer & Fritz-Huechante 2018, 2020; a.o.

Central ideas:

CoS verbs’ event structure commonly defined by a template

(including a root, become, cause operators)

Template defines: lexical aspect, number, or realization of arguments,

derivational morphology

Causer: external vs. internal

(13) a. Peter broke the vase.

b. The flowers bloomed.

Causative vs. anticausative / inchoative structures

Di�erent head projections, e.g. Voice for agents, v for causers
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Syntax-semantics interface

Syntax-semantic interface

Ongoing issues:

Idiosyncratic aspects of verb meaning

How to be�er explain the (complex) event structure of CoS verbs,

e.g. syntactic structure vs. lexicalist approach

Specification or underspecification of thematic roles

What can denote a change of state, e.g. root, adjective, noun, verb?

Do causative and anticausative / inchoative structures have

the same causative semantics?

TALKS: Beavers, Koontz-Garboden, & Spicer; Bowler et al.; McNally; Maché; Schäfer et al.; Martin &

Schäfer; Sugioka; Brandt; Solt; Karagjosova; Sioupi
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Entailments

Entailments

Koenig & Chief 2008; Demirdache & Martin 2015; Martin & Schäfer 2017;

Martin 2019, 2020; Beavers & Lee 2020; Fritz-Huechante et al. 2020 a.o.

Do caused CoS predicates entail (or implicate) a change of state?

How to account for the (non-)entailment of a change of state?

Impact of the subject referent, e.g. causers vs. agents

Ambiguity of some CoS predicates w.r.t. to readings that focus on the event

or the result state

TALKS: Schäfer et al.; Martin & Schäfer; Hessler, Weicker & Schulz; Maché; Alexandropoulou & Gotzner;

Gotzner & Mazzarella
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Organisation

CoS program, changes, abstracts, slides, and videos:

h�ps://www.linguistik.hu-berlin.de/de/sta�/amyp/CoS/program

shorter→ h�ps://hu.berlin/CoS (under Program)

There, you will find: DGfS program, conference booklet, code of conduct,

plenary lectures, links for the venue, contact addresses.

Please send us you slides before or a�er your presentation.

Proceedings of selected talks as a special issue on

Change of state expressions in Glossa
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